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Summary

Macedonia was one of the main battlefields on the Balkan Front during World War I. The
article describes the pre-war activities of the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization
(IMRO), its role in the Bulgarian occupation regime, and the fall of the Bulgarian defense after
the Battle of Dobro Pole.
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Eve of Bulgarian Entry in the Great War

Since the Berlin revision of the “San Stefano Treaty” Bulgarian nationalists aspired to regain
Macedonia. The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (IMRO, or BbTpeLuHa
MakeZOHCKa peBoJlounoHa opraHmnsauyms) was founded in 1893 with the aim of merging
Macedonia with Bulgaria through a step of autonomy. The self-styled IMRO revolutionaries -
activists using terror as the main tool of political propaganda - threw the Macedonian
population into a serious state of violence for two decades. The region became the focus of
rivalry among Balkan states and European diplomacy.

As a result of the Balkan Wars (1912-1913), however, Macedonia was divided among Serbia
(Vardar valley), Greece (Aegean coast), and Bulgaria (Pirin region). The Serbian part turned
out to be the most unstable, as the overwhelming majority of the population - Slav
Macedonians, Albanians and Turks - were all resentful of Serbian rule. The military
government introduced harsh measures to quell unrest, but to little avail. One of the reasons
lay in the IMRO’s pursuit of a unified and autonomous Macedonia. During late summer 1913,
IMRO instigated local uprisings in Tikvesh, Ohrid and Debar. The events had a joint Muslim-
Bulgarian characteristic. Impressed by the effectiveness, IMRO decided to work with Turks
and Albanians in the hopes of revising the Bucharest Treaty that had endorsed the division of
Macedonia. When the First World War broke out in July 1914, the IMRO increased sabotage
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attacks against Serbian rule, culminating in the Valandovo Affair on 2 April 1915, a large-
scale guerilla attack against Serbian positions orchestrated by the IMRO and Turkish bands.

Bulgarian Occupation and Macedonian Activists

The IMRO's efforts materialized when Bulgaria entered the war on 25 August 1915. The
Bulgarian 1* Army advanced into the Timok region, chasing the Serbs toward Kosovo, while

the 2" Army conquered the Vardar valley, effectively cutting off the Serbs from their allies.
The German hesitation, however, to let Bulgarians chase the Entente force in Greek territory
gave the Franco-British reinforcement at Salonica a second chance. With the Macedonian
front bogged down, Bulgarians had to endure exhausting trench war for three years to come.

The secret agreement with the Central Powers foresaw Bulgarian occupation of the Vardar
valley. The Macedonian inspectorate was set up in Skopje on 8 December 1915 to oversee
the occupation regime. The inspectorate was composed of nine districts (Skopje, Kumanovo,
Tetovo, Shtip, Tikvesh, Bitola, Ohrid, Prizren, and Prishtina). Districts were divided into
several counties. The interior ministry in Sofia appointed all unit heads.

The IMRO actively took part in the war against the Serbs either as the 11" Macedonian
infantry division (a total of 33,754 men), or guerilla bands engaging in reconnaissance. As a
reward, many IMRO activists were appointed county chiefs and administrators. The ex-
activist administrators turned out to be totally incompetent in controlling civil affairs. They
were cruel, brutal, and often usurped their authorities. Requisition for the front caused
constant food shortage, and even famine in some districts. To cope with the difficulty, a
rationing system was introduced, but it resulted in rampant speculation and contraband, due
mainly to the corruption of local authorities. The popular discontent arising from the misrule
was further intensified by the measures of “Bulgarianization.” The occupying regime
introduced regulations and administrative routines modeled on the Bulgarian mainland.
Imposition of literary Bulgarian, especially in education, incurred much resentment among
Albanians and Turks. The tacit alliance between the IMRO and Muslims activists was seriously
undermined, leading to sporadic popular unrest and further depleting the Bulgarian regime’s
resources.

Battle of Dobro Pole and Aftermath

By the spring of 1918, the Bulgarian defense had been seriously worn out. Ammunition,
uniforms and provisions were all running short, and morale was extremely low. They were no
match for the French-Serbian attack at the Battle of Dobro Pole on 15 September 1918. The
Bulgarian defense instantly collapsed and Sofia was forced to seek armistice on 29
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September 1918.

Along with the retreating Bulgarian army, former IMRO fighters and activists evacuated the
territory. Thousands of refugees followed suit, reducing drastically the IMRO’s resilience.
Although they never gave up their seditious plans against the Yugoslav regime, subsequent
IMRO actions would never go beyond sporadic guerilla raids and the assassination of high
officials.

Tetsuya Sahara, Meiji University

Selected Bibliography

» Hall, Richard C.: Balkan breakthrough. The Battle of Dobro Pole 1918,
Bloomington, 2010: Indiana University Press.

= Mitrovié, Andrej: Serbia's Great War, 1914-1918, West Lafayette, 2007: Purdue
University Press.

= Micev, Dobrin / Makedonski Naucen Institut: Nacionalno-osvoboditelnoto dvizenie na
makedonskite i trakijskite balgari, 1878-1944 (The national liberation
movement of Macedonian and Thracian Bulgarians, 1878-1944), vol. 3, Sofia,
1995: Makedonski Naucen Institut.

= Panov, Branko / KatardZiev, lvan / Institut za nacionalna istorija: Istorija na
makedonskiot narod. Makedonija megju Balkanskite | Vtorata svetovna vojna,
1912-1941 (History of the Macedonian people. Macedonia between the Balkan
Wars and WWI), vol. 4, Skopje, 1998: Institut za nacionalna istorija.

= Petrov, Ilvan Metodiev: Voynata v Makedoniva (1915-1918) (The war in Macedonia
(1915-1918)), Sofia, 2008: Semarsh.

Citation

Tetsuya Sahara: Macedonia and the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization, in:
1914-1918-online. International Encyclopedia of the First World War, ed. by Ute Daniel, Peter
Gatrell, Oliver Janz, Heather Jones, Jennifer D. Keene, Alan Kramer, and Bill Nasson, issued by
Freie Universitat Berlin, Berlin 2014-10-08. DOI: 10.15463/ie1418.10225

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 3/5 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/refugees/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/nenfxmv7/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/nenfxmv7/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/nenfxmv7/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/nenfxmv7/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/vg3ietwv/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/vg3ietwv/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/vg3ietwv/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/vg3ietwv/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/gjna5au5/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/zzjrcm53/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/3d7cjshk/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/3d7cjshk/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/3d7cjshk/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/3d7cjshk/
https://dx.doi.org/10.15463/ie1418.10225
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

ﬁls 'E”ntceyr?l%%‘égﬂ Macedonia and the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (1.0)

of the First World War

External Links

» Hickman, Kennedy: The Macedonian Front (Military History) (Article)

= Woods, H. Charles: The Balkans, Macedonia, and the War, Geographical Review 6/1, 1
July 1918, pp. 19-36 (JSTOR) (Article)

Metadata

Regional Section(s)
South East Europe > Bulgaria

Thematic Section(s)
Power

Subjects

Society > Everyday life, civilian war experience > Famine and starvation

Warfare and the military > Battles, battlefields and campaigns > Battles, battlefields and
campaigns, Balkan peninsula

Warfare and the military > Combatants > Paramilitary forces

Author Keywords
IMRO; Balkan front; Bulgarian occupation; Serbia

GND Subject Headings
Makedonien ; Weltkrieg [1914-1918]

LC Subject Headings
World War, 1914-1918--Campaigns--Macedonia

Rameau Subject Headings
Guerre mondiale (1914-1918) -- Campagnes et batailles -- Macédoine (République)

Key Person(s)

Key Location(s)
Debar: Dobro Pole (Dobro Polje); Kumanovo: Ohrid; Pristina~Prishtina; Prizren; Shtip;:
Skopje; Sofia; Tetovo; Tikvesh

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 4/5 8th October 2014


http://militaryhistory.about.com/od/worldwarioverview/a/wwiglobal_3.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/207447
http://www.jstor.org/stable/207447
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/bulgaria/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/themes/power/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/society
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/everyday_life__civilian_war_experience
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/famine_and_starvation
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/warfare_and_the_military
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/battles__battlefields_and_campaigns
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/battles__battlefields_and_campaigns__balkan_peninsula
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/battles__battlefields_and_campaigns__balkan_peninsula
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/warfare_and_the_military
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/combatants
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/paramilitary_forces
http://kvk.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/hylib-bin/kvk/nph-kvk2.cgi?maske=kvk-last&lang=de&title=KIT-Bibliothek%3A+Karlsruher+Virtueller+Katalog+KVK+%3A+Ergebnisanzeige&head=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-head-de-2010-11-08.html&header=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-header-de-showEmbeddedFullTitle.html&spacer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-spacer-de-2010-11-08.html&footer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-footer-de-2010-11-08.html&css=none&input-charset=utf-8&kvk-session=RYKKTIOB&ALL=&Timeout=120&TI=&PY=&AU=&SB=&CI=&SS=&ST=makedonien++weltkrieg+19141918+&PU=&VERBUENDE=&kataloge=SWB&kataloge=BVB&kataloge=NRW&kataloge=HEBIS&kataloge=HEBIS_RETRO&kataloge=KOBV_SOLR&kataloge=GBV&kataloge=DDB&kataloge=STABI_BERLIN
http://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchArg=world+war+19141918campaignsmacedonia+&searchCode=SKEY%5E*&searchType=1&limitTo=none&fromYear=&toYear=&limitTo=LOCA%3Dall&limitTo=PLAC%3Dall&limitTo=TYPE%3Dall&limitTo=LANG%3Dall&recCount=25
http://www.sudoc.abes.fr//DB=2.1/SET=3/TTL=1/CMD?ACT=SRCHA&IKT=1016&SRT=RLV&TRM=guerre+mondiale+19141918++campagnes+et+batailles++macdoine+rpublique+
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/debar/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/dobro-pole-dobro-polje/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/kumanovo/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/ohrid/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/pristinaprishtina/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/prizren/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/shtip/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/skopje/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/sofia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/tetovo/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/tikvesh/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

ﬁls lEnntceyTlit;;gg?;l Macedonia and the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (1.0)

of the First World War

Title
Macedonia and the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization

Author(s)
Tetsuya Sahara

Article Type
Encyclopedic Entry

Classification Group
Spaces

Articles That Link Here

Refugees; Warfare 1914-1918 (Ottoman Empire/Middle East); Murray, Archibald James,
Sir; Pasha, Talat; Paramilitary Violence; Greece; Enver Pasha, Ismail; Occupation during
and after the War (Ottoman Empire); Serbia; Askeri Bey, Stleyman; Paramilitary
Violence; Paramilitary Violence; Occupation during and after the War (South East
Europe); Ottoman Empire/Middle East; Ireland; Nationalism; Food and Nutrition
(France); Historiography 1918-Today: Bulgaria (South East Europe); Bulgaria; Pecanac,
Kosta; Franchet d'Esperey, Louis Félix Marie Francois; Occupation during the War; Post-
war Turmoil and Violence (Yugoslavia); Yugoslavia; Rape; Warfare 1914-1918 (South East
Europe); Pre-war Military Planning (France); Prisoners of War (Ottoman Empire/Middle
East); Pre-war Military Planning (South East Europe); War in the Balkans; War Losses
(Italy); War in the Balkans; Propaganda at Home and in Exile (South East Europe); The
Way to War; Zhekov, Nikola; Balkan Wars 1912-1913; Corfu Declaration; Propaganda at
Home and in Exile (South East Europe); Movement of National Defence

(Greece); Ferdinand |, Tsar of Bulgaria; Civilian and Military Power (South East

Europe); Resettlement; War Aims and War Aims Discussions (South East

Europe); Radoslavov, Vasil; Constantine 1, King of Greece; Russian Expeditionary

Force; Post-war Societies (South East Europe); Chetniks; Centenary (Bulgaria); Arms
Race prior to 1914, Armament Policy and Russian Expeditionary Force

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 5/5 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/contributor/tetsuya-sahara/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/refugees/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/warfare-1914-1918-ottoman-empiremiddle-east/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/murray-archibald-james-sir/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/murray-archibald-james-sir/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/pasha-talat/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/paramilitary-violence/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/greece/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/enver-pasha-ismail/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/occupation-during-and-after-the-war-ottoman-empire/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/occupation-during-and-after-the-war-ottoman-empire/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/serbia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/askeri-bey-suleyman/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/paramilitary-violence-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/paramilitary-violence-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/paramilitary-violence-1-2/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/occupation-during-and-after-the-war-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/occupation-during-and-after-the-war-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/ottoman-empiremiddle-east/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/ireland/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/nationalism/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/food-and-nutrition-france/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/food-and-nutrition-france/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/historiography-1918-today-bulgaria-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/bulgaria/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/pecanac-kosta/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/pecanac-kosta/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/franchet-desperey-louis-felix-marie-francois/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/occupation-during-the-war/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-war-turmoil-and-violence-yugoslavia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-war-turmoil-and-violence-yugoslavia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/yugoslavia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/rape/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/warfare-1914-1918-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/warfare-1914-1918-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/pre-war-military-planning-france/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/prisoners-of-war-ottoman-empiremiddle-east/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/prisoners-of-war-ottoman-empiremiddle-east/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/pre-war-military-planning-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-in-the-balkans/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-losses-italy/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-losses-italy/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-in-the-balkans-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/propaganda-at-home-and-in-exile-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/the-way-to-war/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/the-way-to-war/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/zhekov-nikola/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/balkan-wars-1912-1913/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/corfu-declaration/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/propaganda-at-home-and-in-exile-south-east-europe-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/propaganda-at-home-and-in-exile-south-east-europe-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/movement-of-national-defence-greece/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/movement-of-national-defence-greece/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/ferdinand-i-tsar-of-bulgaria/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/civilian-and-military-power-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/civilian-and-military-power-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/resettlement/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-aims-and-war-aims-discussions-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/war-aims-and-war-aims-discussions-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/radoslavov-vasil/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/constantine-i-king-of-greece/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/russian-expeditionary-force/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/russian-expeditionary-force/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-war-societies-south-east-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/chetniks/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/centenary-bulgaria/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/arms-race-prior-to-1914-armament-policy/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/arms-race-prior-to-1914-armament-policy/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/russian-expeditionary-force-1-1/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

