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By Heidi J.S. Tworek

Summary

The German Supreme Army Command created Bild- und Filmamt (BUFA) in January 1917 to
coordinate and produce visual propaganda. Though it did not really succeed in its aims to
boost morale, BUFA helped to lay the foundation for the thriving interwar German film
industry.
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Visual Propaganda
BUFA represented an attempt by the German military to streamline the myriad German
government agencies dedicated to providing visual propaganda. The Oberste Heeresleitung
(OHL, Supreme Army Command) founded BUFA in January 1917 to coordinate the provision of
patriotic films and cinema newsreels as well as to supervise censorship. BUFA was also
meant to regulate filming and photography on the front. BUFA was intended as a
governmental counterpart to Deutsche Lichtbild-Gesellschaft (Deulig) which had been
established on 18 November 1916 by industrialists to create propaganda films.

The well-funded BUFA financed war correspondents, set up cinemas on the front for soldiers,
and distributed films. BUFA paralleled efforts in other belligerent countries to integrate visual
propaganda and to systematically take advantage of new technologies of film and
photography. However, BUFA emerged later than similar efforts in Great Britain and France.

BUFA’s first major production, “Bei unseren Helden an der Somme” (“With our heroes at the
Somme”), premiered in January 1917 as a counterpart to the British film “The Battle of the
Somme” (1916).

Universum Film AG
BUFA’s films did not contribute to boosting morale as the OHL had hoped. Domestic
discontent continued to grow with strikes throughout 1917. To create more effective film
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propaganda, General Erich Ludendorff (1865-1937) initiated a cooperation between the state,
military, and industrialists to fund Universum Film AG in December 1917 as an alternative
company to create films. Journalists saw neither BUFA nor UFA as a success. However, the
military’s investments in visual propaganda laid the groundwork for the Weimar Republic’s
flourishing film industry. UFA in particular became a well-regarded and successful private film
company that competed with Hollywood in the 1920s.

Heidi J.S. Tworek, University of British Columbia
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External Links

Bundesarchiv: Bei unseren Helden an der Somme, Germany 1917 (Filmportal) (Video)

Das Tagebuch des Dr. Hart (European Film Gateway) (Primary Source)

Der magische Gürtel (European Film Gateway) (Primary Source)

U-Boote heraus! Mit U-Boot 178 gegen den Feind (Filmportal) (Primary Source)

Metadata
Regional Section(s)
Central Europe > Germany

Thematic Section(s)
Media

Subjects
The media > Censorship
The media > Film, documentary
The media > Photography
The media > Press, journalism > War correspondents
The media > Propaganda > Propaganda, domestic
The media > Public opinion

Author Keywords
propaganda; censorship; film; Germany

GND Subject Headings
Weltkrieg [1914-1918] ; Propagandafilm ; Deutschland

LC Subject Headings
World War, 1914-1918--Propaganda ; World War, 1914-1918--Motion pictures and the
war

Rameau Subject Headings
Propagande ; Guerre mondiale (1914-1918) ; Cinéma et propagande

Key Person(s)

https://www.filmportal.de/video/bei-unseren-helden-an-der-somme
http://bit.ly/20bKHjU
http://www.bit.ly/1JAlWFy
http://www.filmportal.de/video/u-boote-heraus-mit-u-boot-178-gegen-den-feind
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/central-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/germany/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/themes/media/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/censorship
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/film__documentary
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/photography
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/press__journalism
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/war_correspondents
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/propaganda
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/propaganda__domestic
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/the_media
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/public_opinion
http://kvk.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/hylib-bin/kvk/nph-kvk2.cgi?maske=kvk-last&lang=de&title=KIT-Bibliothek%3A+Karlsruher+Virtueller+Katalog+KVK+%3A+Ergebnisanzeige&head=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-head-de-2010-11-08.html&header=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-header-de-showEmbeddedFullTitle.html&spacer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-spacer-de-2010-11-08.html&footer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de%2Fkvk%2Fkvk%2Fkvk-kit-footer-de-2010-11-08.html&css=none&input-charset=utf-8&kvk-session=RYKKTIOB&ALL=&Timeout=120&TI=&PY=&AU=&SB=&CI=&SS=&ST=weltkrieg+19141918++propagandafilm++deutschland+&PU=&VERBUENDE=&kataloge=SWB&kataloge=BVB&kataloge=NRW&kataloge=HEBIS&kataloge=HEBIS_RETRO&kataloge=KOBV_SOLR&kataloge=GBV&kataloge=DDB&kataloge=STABI_BERLIN
http://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchArg=world+war+19141918propaganda++world+war+19141918motion+pictures+and+the+war+&searchCode=SKEY%5E*&searchType=1&limitTo=none&fromYear=&toYear=&limitTo=LOCA%3Dall&limitTo=PLAC%3Dall&limitTo=TYPE%3Dall&limitTo=LANG%3Dall&recCount=25
http://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchArg=world+war+19141918propaganda++world+war+19141918motion+pictures+and+the+war+&searchCode=SKEY%5E*&searchType=1&limitTo=none&fromYear=&toYear=&limitTo=LOCA%3Dall&limitTo=PLAC%3Dall&limitTo=TYPE%3Dall&limitTo=LANG%3Dall&recCount=25
http://www.sudoc.abes.fr//DB=2.1/SET=3/TTL=1/CMD?ACT=SRCHA&IKT=1016&SRT=RLV&TRM=propagande++guerre+mondiale+19141918++cinma+et+propagande+
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/


Bild- und Filmamt (BUFA) (1.0)

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 4/4 9th February 2016

Ludendorff, Erich

Key Location(s)

Title
Bild- und Filmamt (BUFA)

Author(s)
Heidi J.S. Tworek

Article Type
Encyclopedic Entry

Classification Group
Organizations

Articles That Link Here
Film/Cinema (Belgium); Film/Cinema (Germany); Film/Cinema (The
Netherlands); Photography; Art; Film/Cinema; Propaganda at Home
(Germany) and Abteilung III b

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118574841/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/contributor/heidi-j-s-tworek/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/filmcinema-belgium/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/filmcinema-germany/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/filmcinema-the-netherlands/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/filmcinema-the-netherlands/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/photography/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/art/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/filmcinema/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/propaganda-at-home-germany/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/propaganda-at-home-germany/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/abteilung-iii-b/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

