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Alexandra, E ress, consort of Nicholas
II, Emperor of Russia

By Fedor Aleksandrovich Gaida

Princess Viktoria Alix Helena Louise Beatrice of Hesse-Darmstadt (1872-1918)
Princess Alix of Hesse-Darmstadt, who became Russian Empress Alexandra Feodorovna when
she married the Russian Emperor Nicholas Il in 1894, is wearing an Uhlan uniform in 1893,
shortly before her marriage.

Unknown photographer: Zarin Alexandra Fjodorowna, black-and-white photograph, Germany,
1893; source: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-R39899, via Wikimedia Commons,
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild _183-R39899, Zarin_Alexandra_Fjo
dorowna.jpg.

This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany license:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en.

Romanova, Aleksandra Fedorovna Viktoria Alix Helena Louise Beatrice
(Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt)

Russian Empress from 1894 to 1917; wife of Emperor Nicholas Il

Born 06 June 1872 in Darmstadt, German Empire

Died 17 July 1918 in Ekaterinburg, Russia

Summary

Born Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt, Aleksandra Fedorovna married the future Russian
Emperor Nicholas Il in 1894 and became empress. She was engaged in charity work and
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served as a nurse during the First World War. However, she was suspected of treason and
was arrested after the February Revolution, eventually being fatally shot by the Bolsheviks.
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Princess of Hesse: Upbringing and Education

The Princess Viktoria Alix Helena Louise Beatrice of Hesse-Darmstadt (1872-1918) was the
fourth daughter of Louis 1V, Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt (1837-1892) and Alice, Grand
Duchess, consort of Louis IV, Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt (1843-1878), the daughter of
Victoria, Queen of Great Britain (1819-1901). She lived in Britain at the court of Queen
Victoria for much of her childhood; she was Queen Victoria’s favourite grandchild. From an
early age Aleksandra was known for her poor health, introverted character, and religiousness,
going on to develop an interest in mysticism and spirituality. She was educated first at home,
and then she went on to complete a course in philosophy at Oxford University and receive a
doctorate in philosophy from Heidelberg University.

Marriage

Princess Aleksandra visited Russia in 1884 and 1889, becoming acquainted with Grand Prince
Nicholas Aleksandrovich, the heir to the throne and the future Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia
(1868-1918). The princess began corresponding with the future emperor in 1889. On 6 April
1894, Nicholas proposed and they became engaged, even though Alexander Ill, Emperor of
Russia (1845-1894) opposed such a marriage at first. On 2 November 1894, the princess
converted from Lutheranism to the Orthodox faith, which was a necessary condition of the
marriage. The couple was married on 26 November 1894. They had four daughters: Olga
Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia (1895-1918), Tatiana Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of
Russia (1897-1918), Maria Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia (1899-1918), Anastasia
Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia (1901-1918), and one son, Aleksei Nikolaevich,
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Czarevitch, son of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia (1904-1918), who became heir to the
throne. Alexei suffered from haemophilia, a hereditary disease in the Hesse-Darmstadt
dynasty.

Activity

Empress Aleksandra was chief of Her Majesty’s Life-Guards Lancers and a number of other

regiments, as well as the Prussian 2™ Guards Dragoons until 1914. She officially patronised
several dozen charity organisations and institutions. In 1915 she organised three military
medical trains and a number of infirmaries in Tsarskoe Selo (the royal residence outside St.
Petersburg) for the treatment of those injured at the front. Empress Aleksandra and her elder
daughters Olga and Tatiana were trained as nurses and assisted Princess Vera Ignatievna
Gedroits (1870-1932) with surgical operations. The empress was chair of the Supreme
Council for the Care of the Families of Conscripts and Fallen Soldiers (1914-1917), the Special
Committee to Assist Russian Prisoners-of-War (1915-1917), and an Artisanal Committee to
provide subsidiary earnings to wounded and maimed soldiers and those who had suffered
during the war (1915-1917).

Rasputin

In 1905 Emperor Nicholas Il and Empress Aleksandra became acquainted with Grigorii
Efimovich Rasputin. The empress was confident in his ability to help the heir to the throne
during his haemophiliac episodes. From 1910 onwards the press actively accused Rasputin of
unofficially influencing state policy, though Aleksandra’s position compelled Nicholas Il to
protect him. The accusations intensified considerably during the First World War.

Political Crisis

In 1915, with the onset of military defeats and political crisis, Aleksandra began to take an
active part in discussing political issues, above all concerning the appointment and dismissal
of members of the government. She advocated the preservation of the strong authority of
the monarchy and opposed liberal reforms. It is evident from the correspondence between
Aleksandra and her husband that of twenty-eight appointments made between September
1915 and January 1917, she supported seven: the Ministers of Internal Affairs, Aleksey
Nikolayevich Khvostov (1872-1918) and Alexander Dmitriyevich Protopopov (1866-1918); the
Minister of Agriculture, Aleksandr Nikolaevich Naumov (1868-1950); the Chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Boris Vladimirovich Shtiurmer (1848-1917); the Chief Procurator of the
Holy Synod, Nikolai Pavlovich Raev (1856-1919); the Minister of Justice, Nikolai
Aleksandrovich Dobrovolkii's (1854-1918); and the Minister of War, Mikhail Aleksandrovich
Beliaev (1864-1918). She opposed sixteen of these appointments. Seven of her proposed
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candidates were rejected. There is no reason to suppose that Aleksandra’s opinion was
decisive in any appointments that were made.

Starting in autumn 1915, Empress Aleksandra was widely (and unjustifiably) accused in social
circles of spying for Germany. On 1 November 1916, Pavel Nikolaevich Miliukov (1859-1943)
made a speech in the State Duma that hinted broadly at this. The speech was a huge
success, and on the eve of 1917 plans to arrest Aleksandra and imprison her in a monastery
were being discussed in social and military circles. The Provisional Government subsequently
conducted an investigation but was unable to find any evidence of her having committed
treason.

Final Months

Empress Aleksandra and her daughters were arrested in Tsarskoe Selo during the February
Revolution. In August 1917 the royal family was exiled to Tobolsk on the orders of the
Provisional Government, and in April 1918 the Soviet government ordered them to be
transferred to Ekaterinburg. On the night of 17 July 1918, Empress Aleksandra Fedorovna was
shot along with her family and several people in their inner circle: Dr. Evgenii Sergeevich
Botkin (1865-1918); their footman, Aleksei Egerovich Trupp (1858-1918); a chambermaid,
Anna Stepanovna Demidova (1878-1918); and a cook, Ivan Mikhailovich Kharitonov
(1872-1918).

Canonisation

Empress Aleksandra Fedorovna was canonised along with the entire royal family by the
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad in 1981, and by the Russian Orthodox Church in 2000.

Fedor Aleksandrovich Gaida, Lomonosov Moscow State University

Selected Bibliography

= Gilliard, Pierre: Thirteen years at the Russian court, New York, 1970: Arno Press.

» Kozlov, V. A. / Khrustalév, Vladimir M. (eds.): Poslednie dnevniki imperatritsy
Aleksandry Fedorovny Romanovoi, fevral' 1917 ¢.-16 iiulia 1918 g. (The last
diaries of Empress Aleksandra Fedorovha Romanova, February 1917 - 16 July
1918), Novosibirsk, 1999: Sibirskii khronograf.

» Kuz'min, lu A.: Rossiiskaia Imperatorskaia familiia (1797-1917) (The Russian
imperial family (1797-1917)), St. Petersburg, 2005: DB.

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 477 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/germany/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118641093/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/duma/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/provisional-government/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/revolutions-russian-empire/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/revolutions-russian-empire/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/evgenii-sergeevich-botkin-1865-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/evgenii-sergeevich-botkin-1865-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/aleksei-egerovich-trupp-1858-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/anna-stepanovna-demidova-1878-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/duscb9jr/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/duscb9jr/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/duscb9jr/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/sq9xch6q/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/2vrg5cp2/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/2vrg5cp2/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/2vrg5cp2/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/2vrg5cp2/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

ﬁlg 'E”ntceyraf')t;)‘égfg Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas I, Emperor of Russia (1.0)

of the First World War

= Massie, Robert K. / Kuznetsov, V. V.: Nikolai i Aleksandra (Nikolai and Alexandra),
St. Petersburg, 2004: Neva.

» Nicholas, Alexandra / Pokrovskii, M. N.: Perepiska Nikolaia | Aleksandry
Romanovikh, 1914-1917, volumes 3-5, Moscow, 1923-1927: Gos. izd-vo.

Citation

Fedor Aleksandrovich Gaida: Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia,
in: 1914-1918-online. International Encyclopedia of the First World War, ed. by Ute Daniel,
Peter Gatrell, Oliver Janz, Heather Jones, Jennifer D. Keene, Alan Kramer, and Bill Nasson,
issued by Freie Universitat Berlin, Berlin 2014-10-08. DOI: 10.15463/ie1418.10204

External Links

» Alexandra Feodorovna: Lettres de I'impératrice Alexandra Feodorovna a I'empereur
Nicolas Il, Paris 1924 (Gallica) (Book)

= Bohn, Anna: The Fall of the House of Romanov, Archival Research Guide (CENDARI
Collaborative European Digital Archive Infrastructure) (Article)

= Correspondence of Emperor and Empress, 1914 - 1915, in: Golder, Frank Alfred (ed.):
Documents of Russian History 1914 - 1917, New York 1927, pp. 190 - 215 (Internet
Archive) (Book)

» Letter of Empress to Emperor, 2 November 1916, in: Golder, Frank Alfred (ed.):
Documents of Russian History 1914 - 1917, New York 1927, pp. 245 - 246 (Internet
Archive) (Article)

» Miliukov's Speech in the Duma, 1 November 1916, in: Golder, Frank Alfred (ed.):
Documents of Russian History 1914 - 1917, New York 1927, pp. 154 - 166 (Internet
Archive) (Article)

= The Empress and Rasputin and Military Advisers, 1915 - 1916, in: Golder, Frank Alfred
(ed.): Documents of Russian History 1914 - 1917, New York 1927, pp. 216 - 219 (Internet
Archive) (Article)

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 5/7 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/pfej7pfw/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/pfej7pfw/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/pfej7pfw/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/pfej7pfw/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/qfzb2zhj/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/qfzb2zhj/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/qfzb2zhj/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/qfzb2zhj/
https://dx.doi.org/10.15463/ie1418.10204
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5740440p/f11.image
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5740440p/f11.image
https://notes.cendari.dariah.eu/cendari/ARG_The_Fall_of_the_House_of_Romanov/notes/780/
https://notes.cendari.dariah.eu/cendari/ARG_The_Fall_of_the_House_of_Romanov/notes/780/
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n205/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n205/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n205/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n259/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n259/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n259/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n169/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n169/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n169/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n231/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n231/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/documentsofrussi027937mbp#page/n231/mode/2up
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

ﬁlg 'E”ntceyraf')tg‘égfg Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia (1.0)

of the First World War

Metadata

Regional Section(s)
Eastern Europe > Russian Empire

Thematic Section(s)
Power

Subjects
Politics, law > Institutions > Monarchy
Politics, law > Resistance and revolutions > Revolutions

Author Keywords
Russian Empire; Empress; Russian Revolution

GND Subject Headings
Alexandra [Russland, Zarin, 1872-1918]

LC Subject Headings
Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia, 1872-1918

Rameau Subject Headings
Alexandra Feodorovna (impératrice de Russie, 1872-1918)

Key Person(s)

Khvostov, Aleksei Nikolaevich; Protopopov, Aleksandr Dmitrievich; Victoria, Queen of
Great Britain; Louis 1V, Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt; Alice, Grand Duchess, consort of
Louis 1V; Alexander Ill, Emperor of Russia; Olga Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia;
Tatiana Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia; Maria Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of
Russia; Anastasia Nikolaevna, Grand Duchess of Russia; Aleksei Nikolaevich, Czarevitch,
son of Nicholas ll; Gedroits, Vera Ignatievna; Naumov, Aleksandr Nikolaevich; Raev,
Nikolai Pavlovich; Dobrovolkii, Nikolai Aleksandrovich; Beliaev, Mikhail Aleksandrovich;
Botkin, Evgenii Sergeevich; Trupp, Aleksei Egerovich; Demidova, Anna Stepanovna;
Kharitonov, lvan Mikhailovich; Nicholas II, Emperor of Russia; Miliukov, Pavel Nikolaevich;
Shtiurmer, Boris Vladimirovich; Rasputin, Grigorii Efimovich; Pasi¢, Nikola; Nurses; Hesse-
Darmstadt, Princess Viktoria Alix Helena Louise Beatrice of; Alexandra, Empress, consort
of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia

Key Location(s)
Darmstadt; Ekaterinburg; Heidelberg; London; Oxford; Tobolsk; Tsarskoe Selo

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First
World War 6/7 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/eastern-europe/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/regions/russian-empire/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/themes/power/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/politics__law
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/institutions
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/monarchy
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/politics__law
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/resistance_and_revolutions
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/subjects/revolutions
https://katalog.dnb.de/DE/list.html?key=them&key.GROUP=1&t=alexandra+russland+zarin+18721918+&sortD=-dat&sortA=bez&pr=0&v=plist&submit.x=32&submit.y=20
http://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchArg=alexandra+empress+consort+of+nicholas+ii+emperor+of+russia+18721918+&searchCode=SKEY%5E*&searchType=1&limitTo=none&fromYear=&toYear=&limitTo=LOCA%3Dall&limitTo=PLAC%3Dall&limitTo=TYPE%3Dall&limitTo=LANG%3Dall&recCount=25
http://www.sudoc.abes.fr//DB=2.1/SET=3/TTL=1/CMD?ACT=SRCHA&IKT=1016&SRT=RLV&TRM=alexandra+feodorovna+impratrice+de+russie+18721918+
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/1050968263/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/1050522168/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118626876/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118626876/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/louis-iv-grand-duke-of-hesse-darmstadt-1837-1892/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/alice-grand-duchess-consort-of-louis-iv-grand-duke-of-hesse-darmstadt-1843-1878/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/alice-grand-duchess-consort-of-louis-iv-grand-duke-of-hesse-darmstadt-1843-1878/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/alexander-iii-emperor-of-russia-1845-1894/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/olga-nikolaevna-grand-duchess-of-russia-1895-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/tatiana-nikolaevna-grand-duchess-of-russia-1897-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/maria-nikolaevna-grand-duchess-of-russia-1899-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/maria-nikolaevna-grand-duchess-of-russia-1899-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/anastasia-nikolaevna-grand-duchess-of-russia-1901-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/aleksei-nikolaevich-czarevitch-son-of-nicholas-ii-emperor-of-russia-1904-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/aleksei-nikolaevich-czarevitch-son-of-nicholas-ii-emperor-of-russia-1904-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/vera-ignatievna-gedroits-1870-1932/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/aleksandr-nikolaevich-naumov-1868-1950/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/nikolai-pavlovich-raev-1856-1919/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/nikolai-pavlovich-raev-1856-1919/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/nikolai-aleksandrovich-dobrovolkii-1854-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/mikhail-aleksandrovich-beliaev-1864-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/evgenii-sergeevich-botkin-1865-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/aleksei-egerovich-trupp-1858-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/anna-stepanovna-demidova-1878-1918/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/1050972856/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/11873492x/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118641093/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/1049358791/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118598376/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118789783/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/4079163-4/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/princess-viktoria-alix-helena-louise-beatrice-of-hesse-darmstadt/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/princess-viktoria-alix-helena-louise-beatrice-of-hesse-darmstadt/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118648047/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/histperson/118648047/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/darmstadt/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/ekaterinburg/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/heidelberg/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/london/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/oxford/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/tobolsk/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/location/tsarskoe-selo/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia (1.0)

Title
Alexandra, Empress, consort of Nicholas Il, Emperor of Russia

Author(s)
Fedor Aleksandrovich Gaida

Article Type
Encyclopedic Entry

Classification Group
Persons

1914-1918-Online. International Encyclopedia of the First

World War 717 8th October 2014


https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/contributor/fedor-aleksandrovich-gaida/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/

