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Historiography 1918-Today (East Central
Europe)

By Klaus Richter and Piotr Szlanta

East Central European historians of the First World War have focused and continue to focus

on the regaining independence and state-building processes that took place in East Central

Europe in the first half of the 20th century. During communist rule, the freedom to conduct

independent research in the region was severely restricted and subordinated to a Marxist

ideological framework.
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The article is devoted to the historiography dealing with the First World War in East Central Europe. It

is structured according to national historiographies as they developed in the interwar, Cold War and

post-1989 periods. From the very beginning, that is, during the last stage of the First World War,

historians examined this conflict as one that ultimately led to the creation of independent nation-

states. Apart from their scientific value, these studies were important in reshaping national identity in

the post-war period and influencing political arguments.
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In the interwar period, many studies on the First World War battles, written by former officers, were

used as manuals for students at military academies; numerous books by foreign military men and

politicians were translated and published in Poland at that time.[1] The Polish book market was

flooded with the memoirs of Polish participants in the Great War.

From the very moment of independence, Polish historians started to research the war. Of prime

interest, of course, was the process of reestablishing Polish statehood[2] and Polish national units’

military activity during the war.[3] During the war, many of these historians, including Oscar Halecki

(1891-1973) and Wacław Sobieski (1872-1935), participated in political discussions, in peace

negotiations in Paris, or joined the Polish national military units.[4]

The most heated issue regarding the First World War was not, as in Western historiography, the

question of “war guilt” (Kriegsschuldfrage).[5] Without going into details, Polish historiography

accepted the allegedly German and Austro-Hungarian responsibility for the outbreak of the Great

War, which formed the basis of the Versailles Peace Treaty.[6] Interwar Poland did not have an

interest in revising this treaty (which was beneficial for Poland), as such a revision would have

threatened the very existence of the current international order. As Stefan Rowecki (1895-1944)

wrote in 1922:

Pre-war Germany, with full impetus, took action to gain control over the economy in all
parts of the world, to convert itself into a single, huge fortress, bristling with bayonets,
guns and battleships, and with far-reaching plans, aspired to crush all neighbors and

gain hegemony in the world. These invasive plans, based on power, violence, and the
rule “strength before law” caused the world war.[7]

However, there was by no means a lack of controversy over the interpretation of WWI. This strongly

politicized issue was widely discussed, in particular the aspect of who could claim most credit for the

reestablishment of Poland. Politicians and their parties quarreled over their relative historical

importance and boasted about their historical achievements. The largest political parties, the National

Democrats and Józef Piłsudski’s (1867-1935) followers, both claimed credit for regaining

independence. In Poland, as in many countries in eastern and southern Europe, the First World War

delivered legitimacy for those who wanted to seize or keep political power and influence. This political

dispute was reflected in the historiography. The authoritarian regime – Piłsudski’s followers after

1926 – tried to convince the Polish public opinion that it was only thanks to them that Poland existed.

One of the most respected historians of the governing elite, Wacław Lipiński, stated that after the

crushing of the 1905 Revolution, “the independence movement had only one path to go – the

construction of a force, a brutal physical force, which could break the power of the [Russian]

government.”[8] According to this interpretation, Piłsudski and his legions claimed the most credit for

Polish independence.

Poland
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When a historian from Jagiellonian University, Wacław Sobieski, challenged Pilsudski’s role in

planning and carrying out the successful summer 1920 campaign against the Red Army in a Polish

history textbook in 1935, the ministry of education fired him.[9] The other powerful political camp, the

National Democrats, regarded their main ideologist, Roman Dmowski (1864-1939), as the person

who resuscitated Poland. In the first phase of the conflict, he strove to unite all Polish territories under

the Russian regime, and in the second convinced Russia’s allies that an independent, republican

Poland was in their interest.

The Second World War dramatically changed this perspective. The 1914-21 events were rapidly

overshadowed by the next world war. World War Two, with its tremendous human and material

losses, occupation terror, Holocaust and the Warsaw Uprising of 1944, aroused huge interest among

historians and the Polish public.

Nevertheless, the history of the last few decades, including World War I, did remain a politically

fragile issue. As a result of the establishment of a communist regime in Poland and, consequently,

its subjection to the Soviet Union, freedom of research was strongly limited and strictly subordinated

to the official party line.[10] From the Marxist perspective, Poland regained independence as a result

of the Great October Revolution, not of the Polish nation’s efforts.[11] Marxist hardliner Leon Grosfeld

wrote:

The fundamental breakthrough in the development of the Polish cause during the First
World War took place as a result of the Great Socialist October Revolution. It alone

established realistic conditions allowing for the reestablishment of the Polish
independence, because only as a result of the revolution did the following come to pass:

1. Russia ceased to be an imperialistic state, 2. The fall of monarchies in the Central
Powers happened in strict relation to the outbreak of revolutions in Germany and Austro-

Hungary.[12]

Piłsudski was labeled a dictator and fascist. According to the official communist interpretation, his

legions had served the imperial interest of the Central Powers, as the National Democrats allegedly

had served the imperial aims of Entente. Dmowski and his National Democrats were criticized for

their nationalism and anti-Semitism and their activity was denied any consideration of patriotic

inspiration.[13]

There was no room for alternative interpretations. During the Eighth Convention of Polish Historians,

held in September 1958, a high-level communist activist and historian, Henryk Jabłoński, read a

paper on the establishment of the Second Polish Republic in 1918, in which he presented the official

party line on this issue. According to it, the main causative force was the Russian Revolution.[14]

This illustrates one important factor, namely that the communist regime, which was conscious of its

deep unpopularity amongst a significant part of Polish society, tried to use national rhetoric to

improve its legitimacy. From this ideological position, especially after the end of the Stalinist period in

the mid-1950s, the ruling party tried to appeal to the tradition of fighting for independence and often

strained facts and arguments by overstating the achievements of left-wing and communist politicians
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regarding the reestablishment of Polish statehood after 1918.[15]

The improving atmosphere for research after 1956 allowed Polish historians to study the First World

War beyond the constraints imposed by a purely Marxist framework. The most important studies on

the war stem from this period, even though they are now rather outdated.[16] These studies

concentrated on political and military aspects of the process of regaining statehood during the period

between 1914 and 1918. The Great War, in and of itself, is presented in these studies as the

background for heated disputes between the pro-Austrian grouping around the Piłsudski-led

legionnaires and the pro-Entente faction led by Dmowski and the National Democrats. The authors

did not avail themselves of the many sources from Russian and Austrian archives and hardly paid

attention to economic or social issues connected to the war. Pajewski applied the same military and

political perspective in his monograph on the First World War, written at the beginning of the 1990s

and still widely used in Poland today.[17]

After the fall of communism, interest in the history of the First World War reemerged in Poland. First,

historians started to remind the public of the war’s military aspects and of Polish national units,

especially Piłsudski’s Polish Legions.[18] Polish historians are still researching the internationalization

of the Polish cause during the Great War and the policy of belligerents towards Poles.[19] In the years

approaching the centenary of the war’s outbreak, Polish as well as non-Polish scholars tried to

research many historical gaps. For example, there is a rising interest in Jewish history and in the

history of Polish-Jewish relations. This trend also includes studies on the First World War.[20]

Traditional political history nevertheless retains its central importance. In recent years, studies by

Damian Szymczak on the rivalry between Germany and Austro-Hungary and the process of

emerging Poland were published,[21] Piotr Mikietyński wrote about on German policy toward Russian

Poland, 1914-1916)[22] and Katarzyna Grysińska-Jarmuła published the political biography of

Bogdan Hutten-Czapski (1851-1937), one of the closest co-workers of the German governor of

Warsaw from 1915 to 1918, Hans von Beseler (1850-1921).[23]

A few studies on social and economic issues were recently published as a sign of the shift in interest

among historians conducting research on Polish history between 1914 and 1918.[24] The same can

be said regarding the occupation policy and experience.[25]

Nevertheless, battlefield history continues to be popular among Polish historians and readers.[26]

One of the best surveys on the topics touched upon by Polish historians is a compilation of articles

stemming from conferences organized by the University in Bialystok.[27] However, in spite of the

research mentioned above, there is still much work to be done. Compared with West European

historiographies, interest in the First World War among Polish scholars remains still quite small.

The Baltics
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The First World War has consistently played a marginal role in the national historiographies of the

Baltics. It is treated mainly as a “transitional phase” between two core epochs: the “national

awakening” of the 19th and early 20th centuries and the “wars of independence” in 1918-21, followed

by the interwar period, which is regarded as the first high point in the histories of modern Estonia,

Latvia and Lithuania. This is partially a result of the interpretation of the First World War as a “foreign

war”, forced upon the periphery of the Russian Empire by the great European imperial powers.

Moreover, ethnic Lithuanians, Latvians and Estonians only sporadically fought as soldiers close to

their home, as opposed to the wars of 1918-21.

Immediately after the war, Ludwik Abramowicz (1879-1939), a representative of the Krajowcy (a

group of advocates of a multi-ethnic Lithuanian state) and active supporter of Lithuanian

independence published a collection of documents on the history of Lithuania during World War I.[28]

In the early interwar period, several Latvian and Lithuanian eyewitnesses wrote biographical

accounts of life under German occupation[29] and on experiences in the military. Among them were

priests,[30] journalists,[31] and former soldiers, some of whom had fought in the ranks of the Imperial

Army,[32] the Latvian Riflemen,[33] and in the national armies during the independence wars of 1918-

21.[34] The majority of these authors presented their actions and experiences during World War I as

patriotic activities opposed to the German occupants and geared towards the goal of establishing

independent national states.

In the 1930s, more scholarly works were published, mostly collecting eyewitness accounts and

putting them in a broader perspective. Most historians distinguished between the period of 1914-

18[35] and the phase of the independence wars,[36] with only a few, such as Vladas Skurupskis,

drawing a continuous line into the interwar period and thus evaluating the outbreak of the war as the

beginning of a process of achieving and consolidating independence, which still had not finished.[37]

The history of the Freikorps in the Baltics became a popular subject among extreme right-wing

authors in Weimar Germany, maintaining a revisionist attitude towards the new Baltic republics.

Many of these authors were Baltic Germans themselves, who had actively participated in the

Freikorps[38] and some of whom later supported the National Socialist movement.[39] The Berlin-

based Mittler Verlag was the primary publishing house to publish a number of revisionist accounts on

the retreat of the German army and the engagement of the Baltische Landeswehr in Latvia.[40] The

topic was also taken up by right-wing novelists with great success.[41] The history of the Baltic

German war effort remained popular after World War II, with Baltic German historians revising works

published already in the interwar period[42] or publishing new research into the 1980s.[43]

During the Cold War, historiography in the Baltic Soviet republics functioned along the lines of

Marxist-Leninist historiography. As early as 1939,[44] World War I was depicted as a war between

capitalist powers,[45] and its aftermath in the Baltics as a strategy of the imperialist western Entente
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to establish bourgeois, anti-Bolshevist regimes. The independent interwar republics were considered

mere British and American puppet regimes.[46] Like their interwar-counterparts, Soviet Baltic

historians focused on the period from 1917 to 1921 – however, this was due to its characteristics as

a “revolutionary period” rather than as a period of independence wars. International currents and the

role of the “small nations” in the Bolshevik movement were emphasized. The decades leading up to

World War I were mainly interpreted as a period of strengthening the workers’ movement in the

Baltics versus the tsarist regime.[47]

During the later years of perestroika and eventually after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Marxist-

Leninist historiography was replaced with a post-communist historiography, which on many levels

picked up approaches of the nationalistic interwar historians, particularly regarding the periodization

of the pre-war period as a phase of “national awakening”, 1914 to 1917-18 as a “foreign war” and

1917-18 to 1921 as the period of the wars of independence and onset of the interwar period. Again,

particularly the last period remains a frequently researched period both on a scholarly and a popular-

science level.[48] The years 1914 to 1917-18 still have received very little scholarly attention.

However, particularly historians of Latvia and Estonia, both of which were occupied rather late during

the war, began to transcend this periodization as early as the late 1990s, emphasizing the whole

period of 1914-21 as a period of a “battle for independence” or of a “coming into being of national

states”.[49]

Little is known about the dynamics of the relationship between German occupants and local elites

and the role of the occupation in the development of national and territorial concepts.[50] Only in the

second half of the 2000s and the early 2010s did a small number of historians undertake research on

the war’s effect on the local population.[51] Also in the early 2010s, Baltic historians published studies

scrutinizing the dichotomy of terror-wreaking Bolshevists and arbitrarily violent Freikorps on the one

hand, and noble independence fighters on the other by emphasizing the paramilitary structure of the

Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian armies in 1919-20,[52] the terror and requisitions exerted by these

armies against the population and against each other, and the problematic role of this dichotomy for

collective memory and historiography.[53]

As a result of the complex linguistic situation in the region, studies from historians outside the region

seldom integrate Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian language sources, while on the other hand

historians from inside the region often overlook research trends followed in other parts of Europe and

the USA. Some of the most innovative work has thus been done by historians of the diaspora, who

have managed to integrate the perspectives of occupants and locals[54] and who have worked within

larger research contexts to transcend the historiographical fragmentation of the region, emphasizing

shared experiences such as evacuations and the subjection to (para-)military violence.[55]

Conclusion
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In comparison to Western historiography, historians from the states under consideration have been

relatively less interested in the history of the First World War. Their research has focused primarily

on the military and political aspects of the war and the post-1918 state-building processes. When,

after 1945, communist ideology restricted research freedom and tried to impose its own

interpretation of historical events, traditional historiography played an important role in maintaining a

national identity. With few exceptions (for example, studies on occupation policy in Poland or

paramilitary violence in the Baltic states), regional historiography remains only minimally integrated

into the general WWI historiography. This is a result of many factors – not least the complex

linguistic situation.

Klaus Richter, University of Birmingham

Piotr Szlanta, University of Warsaw

Section Editors: Ruth Leiserowitz; Theodore Weeks

1. ↑ Zawadzki, Bolesław: Kampania jesienna w Prusach Wschodnich. sierpień-wrzesień 1914 r.
[The autumn campaign in East Prussia. August-September 1914], Warsaw 1924; Pawlik,
Tadeusz: Bitwa pod Lwowem [The Battle of Lwów], Warsaw 1931; Izdebski, Edward: Bitwa
pod Komarowem. 26 sierpnia-2 września 1914 [The Battle of Komarów. 26 August - 2
September 1914], Warsaw 1931.

2. ↑ Bobrzyński, Michał: Wskrzeszenie państwa polskiego. Szkic historyczny [The resurrection
of the Polish state. Historical sketch], Cracow 1920; Kumaniecki, Kazimierz W.: Odbudowa
państwowości polskiej [The Reconstruction of Polish statehood], Warsaw et al. 1924;
Dmowski, Roman: Polityka polska i odbudowanie państwa [Polish politics and Reconstruction
of the state], Częstochowa 1937; Handelsman, Marceli: Budowa państwa polskiego w czasie
wielkiej wojny (uwagi metodologiczne) [Construction of the Polish state during the Great War
(methodological remarks)], Warsaw 1930; Handelsman, Marceli: Polska w czasie wielkiej
wojny 1914-1918. Historia społeczna i ekonomiczna [Poland during the Great War 1914-1918.
A social and economic history], Warsaw 1932.

3. ↑ Bagiński, Henryk: Wojsko Polskie na wschodzie 1914-1920 [The Polish Army in the East
1914-1920], Warsaw 1921; Gąsiorowski, Wacław: Historia Armii Polskiej we Francji [The
History of the Polish Army in France], Bydgoszcz 1939; Lipiński, Wacław: Walka zbrojna o
niepodległość Polski w latach 1905-1918 [The armed struggle for Polish independence in the
years 1905-1918], Warsaw 1931.

4. ↑ Maternicki, Jerzy: Idee i podstawy. Historia i historycy polscy 1914-1918. Studium
historiograficzne [Ideas and positions. History and Polish historians from 1914 to 1918.
Historiographical study], Warsaw 1975; Bobrzyński, Michał: Nasi historycy wobec wojny
światowej [Our historians on the World War], Cracow 1920.

5. ↑ Mombauer, Annika: The Origins of the First World War. Controversies and Consensus,
London 2002.

Notes

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 7/14

http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/contributors/Ruth_Leiserowitz
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/contributors/Theodore_Weeks


6. ↑ Dąbrowski, Jan: Wielka Wojna 1914-1918 [The Great War 1914-1918], Warsaw 1937, pp.52f
and 76f.

7. ↑ “Przedwojenne Niemcy, dążące całym rozpędem do opanowania życia gospodarczego we
wszystkich częściach świata, a wewnątrz u siebie do utworzenia z własnego kraju jednej
wielkiej fortecy, najeżonej bagnetami, działami i pancernikami, miały daleko idące plany
zgniecenia wszystkich sąsiadów i zdobycia hegemonji w świecie. Zaborcze plany niemieckie
oparte na sile, przemocy i zasadzie ‘siła przed prawem’ wywołały wojnę światową”. Rowecki,
Stefan: Odwet Niemiec [Germany’s retaliation], in: Kurier Warszawski, 24.11.1922.

8. ↑ “Ruchowi niepodległościowemu pozostawała tylko jedna droga – stworzenia siły, brutalnej
siły fizycznej, która potrafiłaby złamać potęgę rządu”. Lipiński, Walka zbrojna 1935, p. 14.

9. ↑ Pirożyński, Jan: Wacław Sobieski (1872-1935) [Wacław Sobieski (1872-1935)], in: Dybiec,
Julian (ed.): Złota księga Wydziału Historycznego[The roll of honor of the History Department],
Cracow 2000, pp.181-90; Barycz, Henryk: Historyk gniewny i niepokorny. Rzecz o Wacławie
Sobieskim [An angry and defiant historian. The issue of Wacław Sobieski], Cracow 1978.

10. ↑ Rutkowski, Tadeusz P.: Nauki historyczne w Polsce 1944-1970. Zagadnienia polityczne i
organizacyjne [Historical Sciences in Poland, 1944-1970. Political and Organizational Issues],
Warsaw 2007, pp. 94ff; Manteuffel, Tadeusz: Warunki rozwoju nauki historycznej w
dziesięcioleciu 1948-1958 [The conditions for the development of the historical sciences in the
decade 1948-1958], in: Łukasiewicz, Juliusz (ed:): Tradycje i współczesność. Księga
pamiątkowa Instytutu Historycznego Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego 1930-2005 [Traditions and
modernity. Commemorative book of the Historical Institute of Warsaw University 1930-2005],
Warsaw 2005, pp. 360-72.

11. ↑ Zatorski, Aleksander: Polska lewica wojskowa w Rosji w okresie rewolucji 1917-1918 [The
Polish military left in Russia during the revolution of 1917-1918], Warsaw 1971; Butkiewicz,
Tadeusz / Ślisz, Andrzej: Polscy żołnierze Wielkiego Października [Polish soldiers of the
Great October], Warsaw 1987.

12. ↑ “Zasadniczym przełomem w rozwoju sprawy polskiej w okresie pierwszej wojny światowej
dokonała Wielka Październikowa Rewolucja Socjalistyczna. Dopiero ona stworzyła realne
warunki umożliwiające odzyskanie przez Polskę niepodległości, bo tylko dzięki niej: 1. Rosja
przestała być państwem imperialistycznym, 2. w ścisłym związku z wybuchem rewolucji
niemieckiej i austriackiej upadły monarchie w państwach centralnych”. Grosfeld, Leon:
Sprawa polska w okresie pierwszej wojny światowej [The case of Poland during the First
World War], Warsaw 1955, p. 22.

13. ↑ Kormanowa, Żanna: Historia Polski 1864-1945. Materiały do nauczania w klasie XI [Polish
history from 1864 to 1945. Materials for teaching in class XI], Warsaw 1952, pp. 270-88.

14. ↑ Rutkowski, Nauki historyczne [Historical Sciences] 2007, p. 363; Jabłoński, Henryk:
Rewolucja październikowa a sprawa niepodległości Polski [The October Revolution and the
case of Polish independence], Warsaw 1967.

15. ↑ Zaremba, Marcin: Im nationalen Gewande. Strategien kommunistischer
Herrschaftslegitimation in Polen 1944-1980, Warsaw 2011.

16. ↑ Holzer, Jerzy / Molenda, Jan: Polska w pierwszej wojnie światowej [Poland in World War I],
Warsaw 1973; Pajewski, Janusz: Odbudowa państwa polskiego 1914-1918 [The
reconstruction of the Polish State1914-1918], Warsaw 1978; Garlicki, Andrzej: U źródeł obozu
belwederskiego [The gensis of the Belvedere party], Warsaw 1978.

17. ↑ Pajewski, Janusz: Pierwsza wojna światowa 1914-1918 [The First World War1914-1918],
Warsaw 1991.

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 8/14



18. ↑ Zgórniak, Marian: 1914-1918. Studia i szkice z dziejów I wojny światowej [From 1914 to
1918. Studies and sketches from the history of World War I], Cracow 1987; Pajewski,
Pierwsza wojna [The first war] 1991; Milewska, Wacława / Nowak, Janusz Tadeusz / Zientara,
Maria: Legiony Polskie 1914-1918. Zarys historii militarnej i politycznej [Polish Legions 1914-
1918. An outline of the military and political history], Cracow 1998; Wrzosek, Mieczysław:
Polski czyn zbrojny podczas pierwszej wojny światowej 1914-1918 [Polish military activity
during the First World War1914-1918], Warsaw 1990; Snopko, Jan: Finał epopei Legionów
Polskich [Final of Polish legions epos], Białystok 2008; Czerep, Stanisław: II Brygada
Legionów [The Second Brigade of the Legions], Warsaw 1991; Radziwiłowicz, Dariusz:
Polskie formacje zbrojne we wschodniej Rosji oraz na Syberii i Dalekim Wschodzie w latach
1918-1920 [Polish armed forces in eastern Russia, Siberia and the Far East in 1918-1920],
Olsztyn 2009.

19. ↑ Grosfeld, Leon: Polityka państw centralnych wobec sprawy polskiej w latach pierwszej
wojny światowej [The policy of the central states with regards to the Polish case in the First
World War], Warsaw 1962; Toporowicz, Wiesława: Sprawa polska w polityce rosyjskiej 1914-
1917 [Poland's case in Russian policy 1914-1917], Warsaw 1973; Achmatowicz, Aleksander:
Polityka Rosji w kwestii polskiej w pierwszym roku Wielkiej Wojny 1914-1915 [Russia's Policy
regarding the Polish question in the first year of the Great War 1914-1915], Warsaw 2003.

20. ↑ Zieliński, Konrad: Stosunki polsko-żydowskie na ziemiach Królestwa Polskiego w czasie
pierwszej wojny światowej [Polish-Jewish relations in the lands of the Polish Kingdom during
the First World War], Lublin 2005; Zieliński, Konrad: Żydzi Lubelszczyzny 1914-1918 [The
Jews of Lublin1914-1918], Lublin 1999; Sobczak, Mieczysław: Stosunek Narodowej
Demokracji do kwestii żydowskiej w latach 1914-1919 [The position of the National
Democratic Party with regards to the Jewish question in the years 1914-1919], Wrocław 2008;
Gałęzowski, Marek: Na wzór Berka Joselewicza. Żołnierze i oficerowie pochodzenia
żydowskiego w Legionach Polskich [For example Joselewicz. Soldiers and officers of Jewish
origin in the Polish Legions], Warsaw 2010; Kaufman, Jesse: Schools, state-building and
national conflict in German-occupied Poland 1915-1918, in: Keene, Jennifer D. / Neiberg,
Michael S. (eds.): Finding Common Ground. New Directions in First World War Studies,
Leiden et al. 2011, pp.113-37.

21. ↑ Szymczak, Damian: Między Habsburgami a Hohenzollernami. Rywalizacja niemiecko-
austro-węgierska w okresie I wojny światowej a odbudowa państwa polskiego[Between the
Habsburgs and Hohenzollerns. German-Austro-Hungarian rivalry during World War I and the
restoration of the Polish state], Cracow 2009.

22. ↑ Mikietyński, Piotr: Niemiecka droga ku Mitteleuropie. Polityka II Rzeszy wobec Królestwa
Polskiego (1914-1916) [The German path to Mitteleuropa. The Second Reich’s policy towards
the Polish Kingdom (1914-1916)], Cracow 2009.

23. ↑ Grysińska-Jarmuła, Katarzyna: Hrabia Bogdan Hutten-Czapski (1851-1937). Żołnierz,
polityk i dyplomata [Count Bogdan Hutten-Czapski (1851-1937). Soldier, politician and
diplomat], Toruń 2011.

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 9/14



24. ↑ Wojciechowski, Mieczysław (ed.): Społeczeństwo polskie na ziemiach polskich pod
panowaniem pruskim w okresie I wojny światowej (1914-1918) [Polish society on the Polish
lands under Prussian rule during World War I (1914-1918)], Toruń 1996; Przeniosło, Marek:
Chłopi Królestwa Polskiego w latach 1914-1918 [The peasants of the Polish Kingdom in 1914-
1918], Kielce 2003; Kargol, Tomasz: Sytuacja gospodarcza na terenie byłej zachodniej Galicji
u progu niepodległości (na przełomie 1918 i 1919 r.) [The economic situation in former Eastern
Galicia at the threshold of independence (at the turn of 1918 to 1919)], in: Studia Historyczne
3-4 (2011), pp.309-23; Durfat, Joanna: Kobiety w kręgu lewicy niepodległościowej. Od Ligii
Kobiet Pogotowia Wojennego do Ochotniczej Legii Kobiet (1908-1918/19) [Women in the left of
independence. From the Women's War Emergency League to the Women's Volunteer Legion
(1908-1918/19)], Toruń 2001.

25. ↑ Lewandowski, Jan: Królestwo Polskie Pod okupacją austriacką 1914-1918 [The Polish
Kingdom under the Austrian occupation 1914-1918], Warsaw 1980; Westerhoff, Christian:
Zwangsarbeit im Ersten Weltkrieg. Deutsche Arbeitskräftepolitik im besetzten Polen und
Litauen 1914-1918, Paderborn 2012; Lehnstaedt, Stephan: Das Militärgouvernement Lublin.
Die “Nutzbarmachung” Polens durch Österreich-Ungarn im Ersten Weltkrieg, in: Zeitschrift für
Ostmitteleuropa-Forschung 61/1 (2012), pp.1-26; Polsakiewicz, Marta: Spezifika deutscher
Besatzung in Warschau, in: Zeitschrift für Ostmitteleuropa-Forschung 58/4 (2009), pp.501-37;
Scheer, Tamara: Österreich-Ungarns Besatzungsmacht in Russisch-Polen während des
Ersten Weltkriegs (1915-1918), in: Zeitschrift für Ostmitteleuropa-Forschung 58/4 (2010), pp.
538-71.

26. ↑ See for example: Centek, Jarosław: Verdun 1916, Warsaw 2009; Centek, Jarosław: Somma
1916 [The Battle of the Somme], Warsaw 2011; Brudek, Paweł: Afryka Wschodnia 1914-1918
[East Africa 1914-1918], Warsaw 2008; Bator, Juliusz: Wojna galicyjska. Działania armii
austro-węgierskiej na froncie północnym (galicyjskim) w latach 1914-1915 [The Galician War.
Austro-Hungarian army actions at the northern front (Galicia) in 1914-1915], Kraków 2005;
Czerep, Stanisław: Wielka operacja zimowa pierwszej wojny światowej. Działania na kierunku
mazursko-augustowskim od 7 do 21 lutego 1915 roku [The great winter operation of the First
World War. The Mazury-Augustow campaign from 7 to 21 February of 1915], Białystok 2011;
Marcinek, Krzysztof: Passchendaele. Kampania we Flandrii 1917 [The campaign in Flanders
1917], Zabrze 2009.

27. ↑ Grinberg, Daniel / Snopko, Jan/ Zackiewicz, Grzegorz (eds.): Lata Wielkiej Wojny.
Dojrzewanie do niepodległości 1914-1918 [Years of the Great War. Maturation of
independence 1914-1918], Białystok 2007; Grinberg, Daniel / Snopko, Jan/ Zackiewicz,
Grzegorz (eds.): Rok 1918 w Europie Środkowo-Wschodniej [The year of 1918 in Central and
Eastern Europe], Białystok 2010; Grinberg, Daniel / Snopko, Jan/ Zackiewicz, Grzegorz
(eds.): Wielka Wojna poza linią linia frontu [The Great War outside of frontline], Białystok 2013.

28. ↑ Abramowicz, Ludwik: Litwa podczas wojny. Zbiór dokumentów, uchwał, odezw i t.p.,
[Lithuania during the war. Collective documents, resolutions, proclamations etc] Warsaw 1918.

29. ↑ Pikčilingis, J.: Pergyventos valandos [Hours lived through], in: Karo archyvas 3 (1926), pp.
90-111; Urbelis, A.: Vokiečių okupacijos laikai [The times of German occupation], in: Karo
archyvas 3 (1926), pp. 112-27; Kuzmickas, J.: Mano pergyvenimai. Vokiečių rankuose [My
experiences. In the hands of the Germans], in: Karoarchyvas 3 (1926), pp. 128-42.

30. ↑ Žadeikis, Pranas: Didžiojo karo užrašai, 1914-1915 metai [Records of the Great War, 1914-
1915], Kaunas 1921.

31. ↑ Gudaitis, Mikas: Lietuva 1917 metais. Kelionės po Lietuvą vokiečių okupacijos metu
[Lithuania in 1917. Travels through Lithuania under German occupation], Klaipėda 1925.

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 10/14



32. ↑ For example, the soldier Vaclovas Žadeika who had fought in East Prussia.Žadeika,
Vaclovas: Karo veiksmai Rytprūsiuose 1914 m. rugp. – rugs. m. [The war in East Prussia,
August – September 1914], Kaunas 1932.

33. ↑ Mārtiņš, Peniķis: Latvijas armijas sākums un cīņas Latvijā līdz 1919 gada jūliam [The
establishment of the Lithuanian Army and the struggle for Latvia until July 1919], Riga 1932.

34. ↑ Uspenskis, Aleksandras: I-as gudų pulkas Gardine ir kaip jis tapo lenkų nuginkluotas,
1918.XI.I. – 1919.VIII.17 [The 1st Belarusian Regiment in Grodno, and how it was disarmed by
the Poles, 1.11.1919 – 17.8.1919], in: Karo archyvas 1 (1925), pp. 161-76.

35. ↑ Kutka, Petras: Geležinkelių atstatymo darbai Lietuvoje 1914-1918 m. [The reconstruction of
railroads in Lithuania, 1914-1918], Kaunas 1931; Lingvevičius, Leonas: Karas 1914-1918 m.
[The War, 1914-1918], Kaunas 1933; Petruitis, Jonas: Didysis karas [The Great War], Kaunas
1936-39; Ruzeckas, Petras: Lietuva Didžiajame kare [Lithuania during the Great War], Vilnius
1939.

36. ↑ For example: Bērziņs, Pēteris: Latvijas brīvības cīņas 1918-1920 [The struggle for the
freedom of Latvia], Riga 1928.

37. ↑ Skurupskis, Vladas: Karas už Lietuvos laisvę, 1914-1934 [The Lithuanian independence
war], Kaunas 1934.

38. ↑ For example: Brandis, Cordt von: Baltikumer. Schicksal eines Freikorps, Berlin 1939;
Schmidt-Pauli, Edgar von: Geschichte der Freikorps 1918-1924. Nach amtlichen Quellen,
Zeitberichten, Tagebüchern und persönlichen Mitteilungen hervorragender Freikorpsführer,
Stuttgart 1936.

39. ↑ On the affiliation of former Freikorps members to the Nazis cf. Sauer, Bernhard: Vom
“Mythos eines ewigen Soldaten”. Der Feldzug deutscher Freikorps im Baltikum im Jahre 1919,
in: Zeitschrift für Geschichtswissenschaft, 43/10 (1995), pp. 869-902.

40. ↑ Die Rückführung des Ostheeres, Berlin 1936; Der Feldzug im Baltikum bis zur zweiten
Einnahme von Riga. Januar bis Mai 1919, Berlin 1937; Die Kämpfe im Baltikum nach der
zweiten Einnahme von Riga. Juni bis Dezember 1919, Berlin 1938.

41. ↑ For example: Medem, Walter Eberhard von: Stürmer von Riga. Die Geschichte eines
Freikorps, Leipzig 1935.

42. ↑ Cf. for example: Claus Grimm, who revised and re-issued his (very anti-Latvian) account of
the history of the Freikorps of 1939 again in 1963: Grimm, Claus: Jahre deutscher
Entscheidung im Baltikum, 1918/1919, Essen 1939; Grimm, Claus: Vor den Toren Europas,
1918-1920. Geschichte der Baltischen Landeswehr, Hamburg 1963.

43. ↑ Cf. especially the works of Riga-born Jürgen von Hehn (1912-1983), who decisively
contributed to the robbing of works of art and the shooting of Jews in Eastern Europe during
World War II. Fahlbusch, Michael: Wissenschaft im Dienst der nationalsozialistischen Politik?
Die Volksdeutschen Forschungsgemeinschaften von 1931-1945, Baden-Baden 1999, p. 490f.
Jürgen von Hehn wrote his dissertation in 1938 and continued publishing until well into the
1980s. Cf. for example: Hehn, Jürgen von / Rimscha, Hans von / Weiss, Hellmuth: Von den
baltischen Provinzen zu den baltischen Staaten, Beiträge zur Entstehungsgeschichte der
Republiken Estland und Lettland 1918-1920, Marburg 1977; Hehn, Jürgen von: Die
Umsiedlung der baltischen Deutschen. Das letzte Kapitel baltischdeutscher Geschichte,
Marburg 1982.

44. ↑ The first president of the Lithuanian Soviet Republic (1940), Justas Paleckis (1899-1980),
had already written his account of World War I by 1939. Paleckis, Justas: Didysis Karas 1914-
1918 m. [The Great War], Kaunas 1939.

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 11/14

http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/index/names/1026362806
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/index/names/118591312


45. ↑ Bērzin̡š, Valdis: Latvija pirmā pasaules kara laikā [Latvia during the First World War], Riga
1987.

46. ↑ Gaigalaite, Aldona: Anglijos kapitalas ir Lietuva, 1919-1940 [English capital and Lithuania,
1919-1940], Vilnius 1986; Zepkaitė, Regina: Lietuva tarptautinės politikos labirintuose, 1918-
1922 m. [Lithuania in the labyrinth of international politics], Vilnius 1973; Ziugžda, Robertas:
Lietuva imperialistinių valstybių planuose, 1917-1940 [Lithuania in the plans of the imperialist
states, 1917-1940], Vilnius 1983; Ziugžda, Robertas: Lithuania and the Western Powers, 1917-
1940, Vilnius 1987.

47. ↑ Cf. for example: Griškūnaitė, Emilija: Darbininkų judėjimas Lietuvoje 1895-1914 metais [The
workers’ movement in Lithuania, 1895-1914], Vilnius 1971; Jučas, Mečislovas / Mulevičius,
Leonas / Tyla, Antanas: Lietuvos valstiečių judėjimas 1861-1914 metais [The Lithuanian
peasant movement 1861-1914], Vilnius 1975.

48. ↑ Cf. among many others: Kemežys, Vincas: Lietuva 1918-1938 [Lithuania 1918-1938],
Kaunas 1990; Lokk, Vitali: Eesti Rahvusväeosad, 1917-1918[The Estonian units, 1917-1918],
Tallinn 2008; Łukomski, Grzegorz: Wojna domowa. Z dziejów konfliktu polsko litewskiego
1918-1920 [Civil War. The Polish-Lithuanian conflict of 1918-1920], Warsaw 1997; Pētersone,
Inta (ed.): Latvijas Brīvības cīņas 1918-1920. Enciklopēdja[The struggle for Latvian
independence, 1918-1920. Enyclopedia], Riga 1999; Valter, Hannes: Ausalt& avameelselt.
Landeswehri sõjast, Võnnu lahingust, Riia operatsioonist [Fair and square. The Landeswehr,
the Battle of Wenden, the Riga operation], Tallinn 1989.

49. ↑ Harjula, Mirko: Eesti 1914-1922. Maailmasõda, revolutsioonid, iseseisvumine ja
Vabadussõda [Estonia 1914-1922. The World War, the Revolution, and the Independence
Wars , Tallinn 2011; Lismanis, Janis: 1915-1920 kauju un kritušo karavīru piemin̡ai. Pirmā
pasaules kara un Latvijas Atbrīvošanascīn̡u piemin̡as vietas [Memorials of Battles and
Soldiers. Sites of commemoration of the First World War and the Latvian War of
Independence, Riga 1999; Paluszyński, Tomasz: Walka o niepodległość Łotwy, 1914-1921
[The War of Latvian Independence, 1914-1921], Warsaw 1999; Seskis, Janis: Latvijas Valsts
izcelšanāspasaules kara notikumu norise. Atmin̡as un apcerē jumi (1914-1921), Riga 1991.

50. ↑ With the exceptions of, for example: Gimžauskas, Edmundas: Baltarusių veiksnys
formuojantis Lietuvos valstybei 1915-1923 m. [The Belarusian factor in the establishment of a
Lithuanian state, 1915-1923], Vilnius 2003; Gimžauskas, Edmundas: Lietuva vokiečių
okupacijoje Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais 1915-1918. Lietuvos nepriklausomos valstybės
genezė. Dokumentųrinkinys [Lithuania under German occupation in the First World War, 1915-
1918. The creation of an independent Lithuanian state. Collection of documents], Vilnius 2006;
Lopata, Raimundas: Lietuvos valstybingumo raida 1914-1918 metais [The development of
Lithuanian statehood 1914-1918], Vilnius 1996.

51. ↑ Pečiulis, Marius: Pirmojo Pasaulinio Karoveiksmas Lietuvos teritorijoje 1915 m. rugpjučio
pabaigoje - rugsėjomėnesį [Operations of the First World War on Lithuanian territory, end of
August to September 1915], in: Karo archyvas 25 (2010), pp. 29-97. Pečiulis, Marius: Pirmojo
Pasaulinio Karo veiksmaivakarų Lietuvoje – Vokietijos ir Rusijos pasienyje - 1915 m. pradžioje
[Operations of the First World War in western Lithuania – the German-Russian border until
early 1915], in: Karoarchyvas 26 (2011), pp. 44-80; Šalda, Vitālijs: “Bēgļu laiki” Latvijā jeb
kurzemnieki Vidzemē 1915-1918 [The “time of refugees” in Latvia or Curonians in Vidzeme],
Daugavpils 2005.

52. ↑ Balkelis, Tomas: Turning Citizens into Soldiers. Baltic Paramilitary Movements after the
Great War, in: Gerwarth, Robert / Horne, John (eds.): War in Peace. Paramilitary Violence in
Europe After the Great War, Oxford 2012, pp. 126-44.

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 12/14



53. ↑ Minnik, Taavi: Der Teufelskreis der Gewalt. Terror und Repression in Estland 1917-1919, in:
Forschungen zur baltischen Geschichte 6 (2011), pp. 120-40; Pajur, Ago: Der Ausbruch des
Landeswehrkrieges. Die estnische Perspektive, in: Forschungen zur baltischen Geschichte 4
(2009), pp. 145-69; Zellis, Kaspars: Die Schlacht bei Cēsis, die Esten und das historische
Bewusstsein der Letten, in: Forschungen zur baltischen Geschichte 4 (2009), pp. 170-89.

54. ↑ Liulevicius, Vejas Gabriel: War Land on the Eastern Front. Culture, National Identity and
German Occupation in World War I, Cambridge 2000; Strazhas, Abba: Deutsche Ostpolitik im
Ersten Weltkrieg. Der Fall Ober Ost 1915-1917, Wiesbaden 1993.

55. ↑ Cf. the contributions of Tomas Balkelis and Aija Priedite in: Baron, Nick/Gatrell, Peter (eds.):
Homelands. War, population and statehood in Eastern Europe and Russia 1918-1924, London
2004; and the contributions of Tomas Balkelis and Pertti Haapala/Marko Tikka in: Gerwarth,
Robert/Horne, John (eds.): War in peace. Paramilitary violence in Europe after the Great War,
Oxford 2012.

Bumblauskas, Alfredas / Ru ̈sen, Jo ̈rn / Becher, Ursula A. J. (eds.): Istoriografija ir atvira
visuomenė. Tarptautinės mokslinės konferencijos Vilniaus universiteto Istorijos
fakultete medžiaga, 24-29.09.1996 (Historiography and open society. Material of an
international conference at the faculty of history of Vilnius University, 24-29.09.1996),
Vilnius 1998: Vilniaus universitetas.

Grabski, Andrzej Feliks: Zarys historii historiografii polskiej (An outline of the history of
Polish historiography), Poznan ́ 2000: Wydawn. Poznan ́skie.

Grinberg, Daniel / Snopko, Jan / Zackiewicz, Grzegorz (eds.): Lata Wielkiej Wojny.
Dojrzewanie do niepodległości, 1914-1918 (The years of the Great War. Reaching
independence, 1914-1918), Białystok 2007: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu w Białymstoku.

Holzer, Jerzy / Molenda, Jan: Polska w pierwszej wojnie światowej (Poland during the
First World War), Warsaw 1973: Wiedza Powszechna.

Nollendorfs, Valters / Oberla ̈nder, Erwin / Ivanovs, Aleksandrs (eds.): Sovietization of
Latvian historiography, 1944-1959: The hidden and forbidden history of Latvia under
Soviet and Nazi occupations 1940-1991, Riga 2005: Institute of the History of Latvia,
pp. 256-270.

Pajewski, Janusz: Odbudowa panstwa polskiego, 1914-1918 (Rebuilding the Polish
state, 1914-1918), Warsaw 1978: Państwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe.

Rutkowski, Tadeusz Paweł: Nauki historyczne w Polsce 1944-1970. Zagadnienia
polityczne i organizacyjne (The historical sciences in Poland 1944-1970. Political and
organizational issues), Warsaw 2007: Wydawn. Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego.

Zaremba, Marcin / Hofmann, Andreas R. / Brier, Robert: Im nationalen Gewande Strategien
kommunistischer Herrschaftslegitimation in Polen 1944-1980, Osnabru ̈ck 2011: Fibre.

Selected Bibliography

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 13/14

http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/PFMZNWD9
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/PKS3VARM
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/GFVSNEX5
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/4ZSUQJG9
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/KE8J2AU7
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/8ZKVZ9E2
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/S7I6U7IC
http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/bibliography/DZJ6ZFUP


Richter, Klaus, Szlanta, Piotr: Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) , in: 1914-1918-

online. International Encyclopedia of the First World War, ed. by Ute Daniel, Peter Gatrell, Oliver

Janz, Heather Jones, Jennifer Keene, Alan Kramer, and Bill Nasson, issued by Freie Universität

Berlin, Berlin 2014-10-08. DOI: 10.15463/ie1418.10381.

This text is licensed under: CC by-NC-ND 3.0 Germany - Attribution, Non-commercial, No

Derivative Works.

Citation

License

Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe) - 1914-1918-Online 14/14

http://dx.doi.org/10.15463/ie1418.10381
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/de/deed.en_GB

	Version 1.0
	Last updated 08 January 2017
	Historiography 1918-Today (East Central Europe)
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Poland
	The Baltics
	Conclusion
	Notes
	Selected Bibliography
	Citation
	License


